BRITISH INDUSTRY AND RUSSIA

As soon as possible I tried to redeem my promise
to Bourov and also visited a number of British
firms to suggest that they should do business with
Russia. Speaking generally I am sorry to say that
I was greeted with an apathy which, if continued,
bodes ill for the future of British trade anywhere.

The directors of several engineering firms were
so interested that they called a meeting, at which I
outlined my experiences in the Soviet Union and
suggested how they should proceed in order to
establish themselves in Russia. One director replied
that he was willing to do business with Russia
but would conduct it through Brussels, whilst
another old gentleman present boomed out the
sentiment that Russians were all thieves and mur-
derers and that he personally would not do business
with them. In this somewhat unbusiness-like atmo-
sphere I replied that Americans seemed to have no
such scruples, and that their houses were even then
well established in Russia. Most of the younger
members seemed most enthusiastic at this little
speech, but that availed me little. The meeting
finished with the oldest member waxing hot about
British interests and cursing all Russians whether
Bolshevic or otherwise.

One famous firm seemed quite anxious at first to
supply British coke ovens. Naturally, as I was to have
a large say in the construction of the works, one
would have thought that my advice would have
commanded instant attention. As it was, however,
they haggled and procrastinated in Germany, Bel-
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